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BOOK   contrary currents working through each other and roaring like

,_xv- _; a storm.

looo. How was this prodigious outpouring of people turned to vul-
garity? The street hawkers did it. They were ready with the
peacocks' feathers and the little trumpets seized upon by the
young hobbledehoys of both sexes, shouting their music hall
catch-words and refrains. All this was just like the ordinary
popular vulgarities of Bank Holiday nights as then celebrated,
only stupendously magnified. The English-speaking democracies
were and are sober and enduring in adversity, but given to
riotous hilarity and uncouth horseplay in their tumults of re-
joicing after pent-up anxiety. The eighteenth century mobs
were coarser though smaller.

The orgies of rejoicing because little Mafeking too was de-
livered and Baden Powell had scored 217 "not out" were at heart
as good-humoured as mighty, and implied no deterioration in
national character. That was to show, first, the same sound-
ness during the darker ordeal of the World War and then the
same faults when the still vaster, more unbridled '"maffick-
ing" of Armistice Day in November 1918 saddened anew
the hearts of so many and so many whose dearest would
return no more. Since party began in the seventeenth century,
the increasing vulgarity or degeneracy of Britain has been
frequently lamented by each party when in Opposition. Anti-war
Liberals who in May 1900 regarded Maf eking night as a revela-
tion of national debasement proclaimed when they came to their
own at the polls years later that we remained an exemplary
people.

At Mafeking, by exception, the pluck and wits of a British
handful had won against the odds. It was a peculiar satis-
faction to the British soul. It meant not crowing over the
enemy but delighting in a signal proof of British quality man for
man. Throughout the Empire popular instinct was the same.

VII
In the House of Commons during these same months, and to
the end of that Session and of that Parliament, debate after
debate strengthened the Colonial Secretary's hand. His enemies